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 Hi Everyone, 
 
It is with some sadness that I write this report. At the AGM in August I stood down as President so that 
I can pursue paid work and return some of my energy back to my first love Crowson Park RDA. At the 
meeting nominations for Board position were not received and now the 28 days have passed, the 
State association is now in the caretaking of the national office until a Chairperson can be found.  
Diana will still be the State Office Manager and not much will change in real terms.  I have full 
confidence in Di and the National Board that Queensland is in safe hands. 
 
I would like to thank from the bottom of my heart the people who have helped me alone the way, 
Diana Adderley, Jane Marsh, Jennifer Carmichael-Charles, Jenna Rugers, Jan Croser, Karen Asprey, 
Pauline Perry, Sally Francis and I am sure there are many more.  It has been both a pleasure and a 
challenge to serve the membership of RDAQ, you are all amazing and generous people. 
 
I would like to wish everyone involved with RDA the very best for the future. 
 
Safe Riding and I will see you around I’m sure. 
Trish Hollis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rdaq.org.au/
http://www.givenow.com.au/providearide


 

RDA McIntyre re-joins the RDA Community 
  

RDA Australia and RDA Queensland are thrilled to announce the recent renewal of ties with the McIntyre Centre on 

1 July 2018.  

The McIntyre Centre was the founding RDA centre in Australia in 1964 started by Peter and June McIntyre on their 

property near Brisbane.  By 1971 the capacity of the family property had been outgrown and a new facility in the 

neighbouring suburb of Pinjarra Hills was constructed and opened in 1973.  Peter and June travelled extensively 

throughout Australia, giving freely of their knowledge and experience gained from their work with RDA UK to help 

set up similar riding programs and were recognised in 1976 with the British Empire Medal (BEM) for their work in 

establishing Riding for the Disabled programs in Australia.  Peter passed away in 1984 but June continued to 

maintain a keen interest up until 2012. (RDASA “Moving Forward” 2012).  

McIntyre is still based in the Pinjarra Hills and provides essential equine assisted therapy for people with a disability 

and supports close to 400 young people a year, including children from 13 special schools in the Brisbane and 

Ipswich regions.  

For a time, the McIntyre Centre operated as an independent centre, separate from RDA and less than 12 months 

ago, merged with HELP Enterprises (HELP) a Brisbane based not-for-profit and disability organisation best-known for 

their extensive provision of accessible supported employment for the disability community.  HELP decided to re-

affiliate with RDAQ and Riding for the Disabled Association of Australia (RDAA), and since that decision the centre 

has undergone a review of programs on offer with the key motivator of providing participants with access to the 

most up-to-date equine research, specialised activities, along with qualifications and professional development 

opportunities for coaching staff.  

HELP’s Executive General Manager of the Disability Care division, Simon Wright said “Observing the confidence that 

our coaches and volunteers have had in these processes has underpinned our ongoing commitment to safety and 

providing the best riding experience for our participants.”  

“As the original RDA centre in Australia, it’s wonderful to have McIntyre back in the RDA family”, said Mr Wright.  

The affiliation will see the Centre and its participants benefit from a range of services including access to interstate 

coaches and mentors to visit the centre.  All the Centre’s coaches have now been reviewed by RDA National 

Assessors, Pauline Perry and Jan Croser and are qualified, nationally recognised RDA coaches.  

Pauline Perry says “I was impressed with the enthusiasm and professionalism of the coaches and management at 

McIntyre.  They have fully embraced RDA policies and procedures and were extremely open to the learning 

opportunities that Jan and I presented.  I thoroughly enjoyed working with the team. Congratulations to everyone 

involved in making this exciting opportunity happen.  Relationships in RDA are extremely important as we all work 

together for the common cause of enriching the lives of people with disabilities.  The addition of the McIntyre Centre 

to the RDA community will only strengthen the growth and reach of the RDA national organisation. 

Karen Aspery, Executive Officer, RDA Australia 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billie Morgan OTC Bundaberg RDA 

Billie Morgan has been a volunteer at Bundaberg Riding for the Disabled since she was in her early teens. 

Diagnosed with Irlen’s Syndrome (a visual processing disorder) Billie is now 17 years old and is the youngest 

Coach (OTC) at the Bundaberg Centre. This was recently recognised when she was successful in being awarded 

the 2018 RDAA National Video Competition and 2018 RDAA Young Coach of the Year. 

Billie’s video on her role in the Bundaberg Centre won her a place at the National Coaches’ Conference, which is    

held bi-annually in Victoria. 

As an OTC Billie is often rostered for horse-care and saddling-up, which rotates with arena setting-up and client 

support, she always shows attention to detail & safety often developing Interesting & well set-out arena layouts 

and fun innovative activities for our clients. 

Billie also regularly attends working bees and fund-raising activities for our Centre, this includes promotional 

days at AgroTrend (Bundaberg’s Agricultural Field Days), a Vintage Car Rally Day and The Pageant of the Lights, a 

Christmas Street Parade through the main street of Bundaberg. Our mounting trailer is decorated in a festive 

theme often with their 2 miniature ponies as part of the float. Our riders & volunteers look forward to this 

annual outing, all excitedly waiting to see what the theme is for the year. 

Billie is a happy, very mature, young lady with a vibrant personality and great communication skills, always a 

helpful & hard worker. She interacts well with everyone at the Bundaberg Centre, having a special rapport with 

many of the clients. With her positive, ‘can-do’ attitude to her tasks. 

Having completed her OTC Instructor Training & has now started on her Level One Instructor Training – waiting 

until she is 18, next year, to complete this Assessment. 

Billie is a great role model for Bundy RDA and her peers. 

 

RDAQ would like to congratulate Billie on her great success, keep up the good work and role model for other 

volunteers and young coaches. 

 

                                                 

                                     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 RDAQ State Championships 

 

 
 
 

This year’s State Championships were held on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July 2018 at QSEC, Caboolture, 

QLD.  On Saturday we held our dressage competitions which included assisted and unassisted classes from 

novice to para equestrian and walk, trot and canter. On Sunday we held our working tails competition for all 

abilities and group and individual fancy dress.  Sponsorships and donations enabled us to have a ‘prize table’ 

for all competitors in first place and ribbons for 1st to 5th place. We also gave all competitors a participation 

rosette, a prize for the best presented horse and for highest scoring male and female. 

Many wonderful RDAQ volunteers helped make the weekend very successful and empowered our riders to 

achieve their best. 

The Championship was attended by over 150 people and 35 competitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RDAQ Patron Johnny Moran with judges Our State office committee members 



2018 State Conference and AGM 
This year’s state conference and AGM was held on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th August 2018 at Crowson Park RDA. 

The weekend was a great opportunity for coaches and volunteers a change to interact and share experiences, 

knowledge and information. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Karen Asprey presented a coach educator workshop, volunteer training and lungeing the horse and rider. 

Karen is a level 2 RDA coach and national assessor.  Karen joined RDA in 2005 as the state coaching coordinator for 

S.A., after 8 years she moved to take up roles with RDAA and is now the National Executive Officer.  Karen has 

coached riders for Special Olympics and teams to World Games level with one of her riders winning gold for 

Australia. 

 

         

Sarah Carew presented animal assisted therapy and the difference between therapeutic riding and hippotherapy. 

Sarah has a background of animal assisted therapy, Hippotherapy and benefits of equine therapy.  She is currently an 

occupational therapist and provides equine therapy sessions to children and adults with a variety of disabilities. 

 

 

Crowson park coaches and volunteers presented ‘Crowson games and why we do them’ 



Congratulations to Maggie and RDA Townsville for winning the RDAA 

2018 horse of the year 

                                           
 

Maggie 

In 2018, Maggie was entered in the RDAA Horse of the Year competition to promote and acknowledge the 

wonderful performance and contributions that she makes to our Townsville RDA program.  To our great delight 

and after a tough battle with a popular Victorian counterpart, she won  

Maggie came to Ranchlands Equestrian Centre in 2004, from a local station where she was working as a stock 

horse.  She was an immediate hit with staff and students alike due to her beautiful palomino colourings and her 

calm, comforting demeanour. 

2004 was also the Inaugural Year of Townsville Riding for the Disabled and Maggie was one of the original equine 

team members.  To this day, Maggie participates in our weekly classes, sharing her gift of giving confidence to our 

students. 

But, what is it that makes Maggie truly special? Over the years, Maggie has been involved in some incidents with 

our riders and proven time and again that she is a rock solid and very intelligent horse.  One example that we 

remember is when a tall student was mounting and came down behind the saddle, slipping to the off side and 

landing on the ground near Maggie’s rear legs.  During this time, Maggie just planted her feet and dug in and did 

not move a muscle which allowed the rider to regain their composure and mount again for the lesson. 

In more recent times, Maggie was being ridden by a student who became very upset.  This student started 

shouting, thrashing out at volunteers and an emergency dismount was performed.  Amidst the chaos, where other 

horses and humans were agitated, Maggie remained cool and collected, which had the effect of calming the 

situation for all concerned. 

We currently have a student who was not willing to ride for the first twelve months of attendance.  It was only 

through getting to know Maggie and working on the ground with her and this student now rides every lesson, but 

only Maggie.  It is Maggie’s kind face and gentle eye that was pivotal to this rider’s success in getting on the back of 

a horse. 

Maggie has helped hundreds of beginner riders to gain confidence over the years in the riding school and she has 

now taken on a role as co-facilitator in the Equine Assisted Learning programs.  Here she helps strong, tough 

soldiers overcome their PTSD, troubled teens and other sufferers of emotional distress, helping them to find a new 

meaning in calmness and helping them to wind down, simply by spending time with her.  Her calm, comforting 

demeanour and gentle soul give people of all walks of life an immediate sense of relaxation.  Maggie is worth her 

palomino weight in gold and is truly a one in a million horse. 

 

Age: 26 years 

Gelding/Mare: Mare 

Colour: Bay 
Breed: Quarterhorse X 

Length of RDA Service: 8 years 

  
Mask's has been a lot of riders 

mount for the first independent 

lesson, their first canter, their first 
jump and has taken many riders 

to their first Dressage or Mounted 

Games competition, always 

coming home with ribbons! 

 



Samford RDA Arena lights up! 
 

The State Member for Pine Rivers, Nikki Boyd, has officially turned on the lights at our arena on Friday August 10th. 

The special lighting ceremony was an opportunity to show off the latest stage of our centre development and to 

thank everyone who was involved. 

Thanks to a Queensland Government Gambling Community Benefit Fund grant of $35,000 and a CommBank 

Foundation Centenary Grant of $10,000, we now have energy-efficient LED lighting in the arena and adjoining 

mounting yard. Plans are already being made to extend our lesson program by making use of the arena at night-

time. 

About 40 guests, including volunteers, sponsors and supporters, enjoyed the social event.  

 

 

                                                                 
   

 

NATIONAL DISABILITY WEEK WITH HERVEY BAY RDA 

 

 

 

During National Disability Week a beautiful photo of our rider Eloise 

was featured on the front page of a lift out magazine included in our 

local paper.   

Eloise is now an adult rider at RDA Hervey Bay and has been riding with 

the group for about 15 years.  She is the owner of one of the RDA 

horses, Benji, who is also used by other adult riders due to his solid 

build and size.  Eloise continues to be involved in our group fortnightly, 

even though she has moved from the local area. Mum was Treasurer of 

our committee for many years and her dad was also President for a 

time when they lived in the Bay.   

It was lovely to see Eloise, and her group in Bundaberg, feature in the 

paper and we wanted to share it with RDAQ 

Nikki Boyd with Bryan Hadden 

of CommBank Arana Hills                         

Wade Lynch from 
Precision Sports Lighting & 
Electrical  

 

http://samfordrda.com.au/?p=1509
http://samfordrda.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Nikki-Boyd-and-Bryan-Hadden-of-CommBank-Arana-Hills.jpg
http://samfordrda.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Wade-Lynch-from-Precision-Sports-Lighting-Electrical-who-installed-the-lights.jpg

