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 The  Mane  (News) & Tales  

Riding for the Disabled Association Queensland  
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WINNERS OF THE RDAA MICHAEL FIELD, NATIONAL ENCOURA GEMENT & 
YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2009 

 
Michael Field Award– Jenny Stidston, Peninsula RDA Centre, Victoria 
 
National Volunteer Encouragement Award– Michelle Leach, Mt Barker RDA Centre, 
South Australia 
 
Young Volunteer of the Year Award– Tara Poulton-RDA Alice Springs Centre, Northern 
Territory 
 
Young Volunteer of the Year—Runner Up– Rachel Morris, Currumbin Valley RDA Cen-
tre, Queensland 
 
WELL DONE RACHEL.... 
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With the AGM and Easter fast approaching it seems a bit late to wish you all a Happy New Year! 
Nevertheless, I hope that 2010 will be devoid of flood and drought and filled with the happy satis-
fied faces of  riders, drivers and volunteers connected with RDA. 
Early New Year always heralds the Magic Millions Sales on the Gold Coast for the RDAQ office.  
In previous years Currumbin RDA has taken on the task of manning our booth for the majority of 
the sales and this year was no exception. It was very nice to see volunteers from other centres com-
ing along too and I enjoyed meeting with people from all over the country to talk RDA.  A huge 
Thank you to everyone concerned.  Although takings were down this year, it was still a fantastic 
opportunity to fly the RDAQ flag. This year we were based in the RDAQ mobile unit, so very visi-
ble - a small word of warning to float owners –be careful letting down that ramp.  Yours truly made 
a spectacular landing, coming off second best to the ramp, after the gas struts on the RDAQ mobile 
unit ramp had leaked over the holidays and I was a little over zealous taking it down. Luckily only 
my pride was damaged – and thankfully it was only Smiley inside not a half ton horse.   
The AGM is the next big event on our calendar and hopefully we will see a record number of cen-
tres represented this year for the new format and workshop weekend.  Often the best ideas come 
after the event but with everyone rushing off to catch planes, long drive home, feed horses, work 
etc that precious time is all too short.   
This year we will  have the time to chat, listen and formulate plans to address your needs before the 
final touches to our new Strategic Plan are completed.  The staff and board members of RDAQ 
have been working very hard to ensure this weekend is enjoyable, informative and successful - af-
ter all,  who likes an AGM?  Sadly they are a necessary evil but lets hope the rest of the weekend 
makes the effort of attending worthwhile. 
Look forward to catching up in person on 13th/14th February. 
 
Katy Ash 
President RDAQ 
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The Special Olympics 19-24th April 2010 
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DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS TO ADVERTISE?  FOR FURTHER D E-
TAILS PLEASE CONTACT MARKETING AT RDAQ 

 
 MERCHANDISE NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
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Dont forget children’s wristbands, temporary tattoos, new smiley badges and greeting card packs still avail-

able.  Old Smiley badges available at $1.00 each....�
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 Riding for the Disabled Association Queensland  
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RDAQ is supported by 
grants from 


