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RDAQ COMMITTEE 
 

President 
Lyn Crichton 

Vice President  
Mark Torrens 
 Treasurer 

Lenore Galvin 
Coaching Representative 

Rhiannon Hutchings 
 

General Members 
John Diegan 
Jacky Symes 

 
RDAQ STAFF 

 
Coach Co-ordinator 
Rhiannon Hutchings 

 
Marketing & Promotions 

Paula York 
 

Administration 
Jan Ayre 

 
 

RDA QUEENSLAND  
AFFILIATED CENTRES 

 
Arundel Park  

The Cartmill Centre 
Crowson Park 

Currumbin Valley 
Gympie & Districts 

Hervey Bay 
Mackay 

Maryborough 
McIntyre 

North QLD 
Pender Centre 

Pine Rivers 
Rockhampton 

Samford 
Sunshine Coast 

Toowoomba 
Townsville & Thuringowa 

Warwick 

RDAQ Contact Details 
 

Shaftesbury Campus 
Corner Bruce Hwy & 
Deception Bay Roads 

Burpengary  QLD  4505 
 

PO Box 529 
Burpengary  QLD  4505 

 
Phone (07) 3888 5277/1472 

Fax (07) 3888 1472 
Mobile  0429 892 078 

 
Email admin@rdaq.org.au 

Web  www.rdaq.org.au 
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Mark Torrens, Vice-President RDAQ (left), Lyn Crichton, President RDAQ (centre) receiving a cheque 
for $40,000 from Bill Webb, CEO Lion-Nathan (right) 

A wonderful sum of $40,000 was raised as a result of being the lucky charity to 
benefit from raffle ticket sales and auction bids at the 2010 State of Origin Lunch 
held at the XXXX Brewery in Milton on Friday 11th June.  Jason Campbell of 
Lion-Nathan the drinks company whose drinks portfolio includes many great 
beers, had not long visited an RDAQ Centre and was inspired to think of us for 
this event.  Thank you to those RDAQ staff and volunteers involved, a great 
team effort: Lyn Crichton, Mark Torrens, Bill & Katy Ash, Jacky Symes, Rhiannon 
Hutchings, Paula York, Jan Ayre, Lenore Galvin and Linda Bellet   Thanks also 
to Bill Webb, Jason Campbell, Darren Tahu and the team from Lion-Nathan, the 
XXXX Brewery Operations Team, Angela Morrisby from Straight2 Event Man-
agement, for making it all possible  and to the celebrities Paul Vautin, Billy J 
Smith, Wendell Sailor, “Buddha” and “Lutzy” (Nova radio) for their genuine help 
and support of our work on the day.  RDAQ State Board of Management has 
pledged that some of the funds received will go towards assisting centres who 
need a mounting ramp replaced or are in desperate need a mounting ramp  i.e. 
do not have a ramp. Some Centres are also in real need of a new hoist . The 
Board will be seeking Centre requirements shortly.  (More photos—see Page 3)  
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Riding for the Disabled Association Queensland  

FROM THE PRESIDENTS MESSY DESK.... 
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  I saw a child who couldn’t walk 
  Sit on a horse, laugh and talk 

 
  Then ride it through a field of daisies 

And yet he couldn’t walk unaided 
 

I saw a child, no legs below 
Sit on a horse and make it go 

 
Through woods of green 

And places he had never been 
 

To sit and stare 
Except from a chair 

 
I saw a child who could only crawl 

Mount a horse and sit up tall 
 

Put it through degrees of paces 
And laugh at the wonder in our faces 

 
I saw a child born into strife 

Take up and hold the reigns of life 
 

And that same child was heard to say 
Thank God for showing me the way 
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SAMFORD RDA REGIONAL COMPETITION HAD TO 
BE CANCELLED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER.  A 
FUTURE DATE IS TO BE CONFIRMED—WATCH THIS 
SPACE 
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Photos from the XXXX Keg Room, State of Origin Lunch…... 
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A LETTER OF THANKS…...sent to Currumbin Valley RDA 
Dear Bev 
  
Just a quick note to pass on my most sincere Thanks once again to both you and your team.   
  
While the day was challenging for Emma, it is with extreme pride that I see her walking around the 
house, draped in her white ribbon.  Don't know why she likes the white one the best but she does.  My 
husband said to me over the show morning, can we not do this next year, i.e. he was thinking Emma 
was not really getting anything out of the event, but after seeing his little girl so proud and happy with 
this white ribbon, both that night and continuing through the week, he has changed his tune, but to be 
honest I didn't really appreciate how much the show or the effect of receiving the ribbons had on her. I 
think now that her enthusiasm was masked somewhat by her anxiety, it was a new event for Emma, 
but one that she quite obviously enjoyed.  
  
Wayne did take lots of photos for me, of all the competitors, so I will either put them on disc, or for-
ward them to you electronically once they are on my computer. 
  
All in all I think it was a very successful day, and this is due to your organisation and all of the volun-
teers support.  It is very obvious to see some kids get so much out of both the riding, and the show, 
but thought I should let you know, that while not always so plain to see..... even to us as parents, kids 
like Emma get so much out of the Riding for disabled, who would have thought she would have come 
so far since she started with you all, competing/riding (without her mother) in a show. 
  
Thank you so much for your continued support of these very special children - PS Not just mine  
 Cheers 
Jenny 

C/Valley RDA mob- featuring Emma Rasmussen on Sam, 
supported by Anthony and Judy at the Mudgeeraba Show  
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CENTRE NEWS 

Vaulting at Arundel Park RDA 

Rockhampton ...the Masked Ball 

Rockhampton RDA hosted it’s Inaugural Masked 
Ball on Saturday 19th June.  More than 100 people 
including Lyn, Rhiannon & Jan from the RDAQ of-
fice braved the cold, damp evening in their finery to 
attend the Ball held at the Rockhampton Heritage 
Village.  Well done Rocky RDA and a special thank-
you to Cherie, Libby and everyone else who worked 
so hard to make the evening a success. 

…...and the Workshop 

Our Arundel Park Vaulting competition was a great 
day.  
Nice sunny weather and all the horses went well and 
looked fabulous!! 
Our RDA vaulters Sarah Kinsey did so well and got 
first place, remembering her freestyle routine well 
and performed with confidence and big smiles. 
Lara Hopgood-Clark had her first competition and 
also did very well, with big smiles did all her compul-
sories and freestyle routine very well. 
The judge commented on our RDA vaulters and how 
great they were and complimented our RDA 
Coaches Tia-Rose Wilson, Melissa Stone, Martin 
and Renee Boersma on how great they were for 
helping and working with the RDA vaulters. 
Soda really enjoyed all the attention, doing competi-
tions and looks after the little vaulters. 
While Minette did her first vaulting competition and 
did a wonderful job. 
All teams supported each other and all did well.  
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THANK  YOU TO KATY ASH 

Coaches Corner 
 NEWS FROM THE OFFICE….. 

 The  Mane  (News) & Tales  

RDAQ Committee and State Office staff would like to extend an untold number of thankyous to 
Katy Ash for her years of loyal service and very hard work on the RDAQ Board of Management, 
formerly as a general board member in 2005 then later that same year as President, from then 
until 2009.  This year 2010 has seen Katy take up the role of Secretary.  Katy has resigned her 
position recently to concentrate on her coaching and volunteering work at Gympie RDA and we 
wish her well in her endeavours.  Katy is still very much active in many of the projects she has 
helped get underway for RDAQ, the most recent one being her project on the Will & Bequests 
Programme.  Thank you again Katy, you will be missed but we know you will not be far away... 

First aid courses are available at your centre for volunteers from a certified provider at 
only $20 per person.  First aid kits are also avail able to purchase at cost price.  Please 
contact administration at State Office to register your requirements and suitable dates.  
Please note a minimum of 4 people would be required  to be in attendance. 

FIRST AID TRAINING 

 
Reminder that State Office requires a copy of all Accident and Incident report forms from Cen-
tres.  Could all enquiries from centres and centre management be made via State Office in the 
first instance, if we cannot assist you, we will contact National Office and get back to you. 

INVOLVING PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY AS VOLUNTEERS 

The Department of Communities has produced a useful information sheet on the above and provides 
details with ideas and tips how to tap into this group of potential volunteers, as many are looking for 
flexible and accessible volunteering opportunities in organizations that recognise their capabilities, not 
their disabilities.  The sheet covers:  Who are they, Why involve people with a disability in your organi-
zation, Why do people with a disability get involved, What changes your organization can make and 
Tips for attracting people with a disability. 
 
Quick links to this information sheet can be found at: 
www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au   www.disability.qld.gov.au 
www.volqld.org.au    www.volunteeringaustralia.org 
For further information, contact the Office for Volunteering on 13 13 04 or volunteer-
ing@communities.qld.gov.au 

RDAQ RESOURCE LIBRARY UPDATE 

All the resources available to borrow have been listed and are in the process of being made available 
in an excel spreadsheet format.  Items will include books, dvds, cdroms under the headings:  Horse 
Behaviour, Teaching & Training, Health & Nutrition, Anatomy, Disability, Volunteering, RDA Disci-
plines, Coaching & Assessing, Governance & Legal, General horse information, Fundraising, Market-
ing & Promotion and State Office equipment available with the mobile unit 



7  

���������The Mane (News) & Tales 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN CARRIAGE DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS (ACDC)—Samford 

Arundel Park had a successful day at the Austra-
lian Carriage Driving Championships at Samford 
on Sunday 23rd May.  Paul and Star (and whip 
Hilary) won 1st in presentation.  Star was beauti-
fully presented with a shiny coat and plaited up, 
hooves painted and even had makeup on.  They 
went on to win 1st in RDA horse or pony and 3rd in 
RDA driver class.  With each 1st place they got a 
blue ribbon and also a floral garland.  Paul and 
Star finished up by winning the Champion ribbon 
for the best RDA exhibit. 
 
The judge was great.  At the end of the day he had 
everyone put all of their ribbons and garlands on 
and had them do a lap of honour in front of the 
crowd. 
 
Karen 

Darren, Mark and Glen from Gympie RDA also 
competed in these Championships.  A huge thank 
you to Samford Carriage Club, and the ACDS Qld 
committee. It is the second consecutive year they 
have included RDAQ, and we look forward to join-
ing them in 2011 at Beenleigh for the State 
Champsionships.  

Left—Arundel Park RDA’s Paul & Star 

Thank you to the following for 
their donations and support of 
RDAQ over the last few months: 
 
John Leuteneggar—Donation 
John James—Donation 
Focus Fencing Qld— $100 Myer giftcard 
HorseWyse Magazine—Advertising 
Space 
Withcott Hotel—Auction bid 
QRL—Auction bid 
Deklight Services—Auction Bid 
Springwood Suzuki—Auction Bid 

The Good Guys, Morayfield—Auction 
Bid 
NuGrow—Auction Bid 
Horsedeals Magazines—Advertising 
space 
Tony & Kathryn Keenan, McDonalds 
Maryborough—Meal vouchers & certifi-
cates 
Mitavite—Horse Feed Samples 
Vet Pet Supplies Online—Horse sham-
poo samples 
Turner Freeman Lawyers –Discount 
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RDAQ is supported by 
grants from 
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BATES SADDLES 
BLUE DOG CLOTHING COMPANY  

BUNNINGS 
COWBOY CONCEPTS 

FOCUS FENCING QLD PTY LTD 
GREG GRANT SADDLERY 

HORSELAND 
HORSEDEALS MAGAZINE 

HORSETALK TV 
HORSEWYSE MAGAZINE 

JUST COUNTRY AUSTRALIA PTY LTD (ARIAT) 
MITAVITE 

McDONALDS MARYBOROUGH 
MYELLA FARM STAY 

SRJ AUDITING 
SUPER SCOOPER 

VET PET SUPPLIES ONLINE 


